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City of Patterson

TOY DRIVE
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Our Holiday Toy drive has begun, this is our 14th year of
collecting toys to distribute to families in our area to receive gifts.

P.O. Box 667
Patterson, CA 95363

Decorative barrels are at various business in town where you can
drop off unwrapped toys or bring them to Fire Station 1 located
at 344 West Las Palmas Ave. for children ages 0-14.

Business Hours:

OPERATION SANTA CLAUS

Here comes Santa Claus. Once again, the Fire Department will be driving thru town, sirens
screaming, air horns blasting and lights flashing to let you know Santa is close. Make sure
you get outside to wave and maybe get a treat from one of his “Elfs.” For dates and times,
check the Patterson Volunteer Firefighters Operation Santa Claus Facebook page.

WINTER HOLIDAY FIRE SAFETY

The winter holiday season is traditionally a festive time of year. Families decorate their homes,
and friends and family gather together for celebrations. Unfortunately, many of our favorite
holiday traditions can also create fire and electrical safety hazards. As you put up decorations
and gather with friends and family to celebrate, be fire smart and keep these safety tips in mind:
• Inspect holiday lights each year for frayed wires, bare spots and excessive kinking or
wear before putting them up.
• When displaying a fresh tree, keep the stand filled with water. Dry trees can be a
serious fire hazard.
• If you use candles, make sure they are in stable holders, and place them where they
cannot be knocked down easily.
• Keep anything that can burn at least 3 feet from all heat sources including fireplaces,
wood stoves, space heaters or candles.
• Take steps to protect your home and family from cooking hazards: stay in the kitchen
when cooking something on the stovetop. Unattended cooking equipment is one of
the leading causes of home cooking fires.

FIREPLACES - CHECK BEFORE YOU BURN

Prior to using your fireplace, residents are encouraged to call the San
Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District at 1-800-766-4463 for
wood burning status. This number is available from November 1st
through the end of February. For more information visit their website
at: www.valleyair.org.
Burning fires in a chimney leads to the accumulation of soot and
creosote, a flammable, sticky substance that can cause chimney fires if
it's not removed. You should have your chimney inspected and cleaned regularly.

SPACE HEATERS

Portable electric space heaters can be a convenient source of supplemental heat for your
home in cold weather. Unfortunately, they can pose significant fire and electric shock
hazards if not used properly. When using a space heater always:
• Inspect heaters for cracked or broken plugs or loose connections before each use. If
frayed, worn or damaged, do not use the heater.
• Never leave a space heater unattended. Turn it off when you're leaving a room or
going to sleep, and don't let pets or children play too close to a space heater.
• Proper placement of space heaters is critical. Heaters must be kept at least three feet
away from anything that can burn, including papers, clothing and rugs.
• Locate space heaters out of high traffic areas and doorways where they may pose a
tripping hazard.
• Plug space heaters directly into a wall outlet. Do not use an extension cord or power
strip, which could overheat and result in a fire. Do not
plug any other electrical devices into the same outlet
as the heater.
• Place space heaters on level, flat surfaces. Never
place heaters on cabinets, tables, furniture, or carpet,
which can overheat and start a fire.
• Always unplug and safely store the heater when it is
not in use.

Mon-Fri 8am-5pm
Closed Sat, Sun, &
Holidays
Code Enforcement:
(209) 895-8038
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(209) 895-8096
Water Quality Hotline:
(209) 895-8070
Police Department:
(209) 892-5071
Fire Department:
(209) 895-8130
Emergency : 911
Non-Emergency:
(800) 273-4911 or
(209) 552-2468 for the
operator
Animal Control:
(800) 544-7387
For Public Works
after hour emergency
requests, please dial:
( 209) 895-8000 and
Select Option 9.
Editor:
City Clerk’s Office
Printing:
ABS Direct, Inc.

We’re on the web!
Check out our website
www.ci.patterson.ca.us
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REMINDER - LEAF PICKUP PROGRAM
The City of Patterson's Leaf Pickup Program is
scheduled to begin on Monday, November 4,
2019 and continue through January 30, 2020 (the
program’s approximate starting and ending dates
may change depending on how the leaves fall).
The City is divided into (5) five zones. Leaves are
collected according to those scheduled routes.
The City’s street sweeper will be sweeping streets
in conjunction with the leaf pick-up. In order to
keep the roads clean and gutters free and clear
for good drainage, PLEASE maximize the use
of your 90 gallon green toter. When it becomes
full, rake leaves into a pile and place them 5 feet away from the curb. Please do not place
tree limbs in leaf piles. To help avoid delays and for adequate leaf pickup, please do not park
vehicles on street during your scheduled pickup day. This will help ensure easy access for the leaf
collection equipment and street sweeper. A schedule for the Leaf Pickup Program can be found
on the City’s website, under Public Works or in the City Hall lobby.

FATS, OILS, AND GREASE (FOG)
Eliminate FOG and prevent a clog! Sewage backups
and overflows are often the result of grease buildup
which can lead to costly cleanups and repairs as well
as public health concerns. FOG is a byproduct of
cooking and can be found in food scraps, meat fats,
lard, cooking oil, butter or margarine, baking goods,
sauces, and dairy products. When FOG is repeatedly
washed down sinks it can accumulate in your plumbing
and may also reach the pipes in the City sewer system.
When not disposed of properly, enough FOG can
buildup in the City sewer system and block the entire
pipe! Please use the following prevention methods:
• Use “dry” clean-up methods. Scrape grease and
food from plates and cookware into the trash for
easy disposal.
• Deposit FOG (once cooled) in a coffee can or similar
object. Deposit full cans in the trash.
• Use a paper towel to soak up and wipe away grease
from cookware and
cooking surfaces
Deposit paper towels in
the trash.
• Do Not Pour Grease 		
Down The Drain!!!!
AVOID A CLOG! KEEP
GREASE OUT OF YOUR DRAIN

STANISLAUS
COUNTY ANIMAL
SERVICES
December: ASCOT (Animal
Services Community Outreach
Trainer) the Santa Dog - Come visit
the shelter and take holiday pictures
with ASCOT the Santa Dog.
2020:
January: Size Does Matter Adoption Event for the entire
month of January. $40 for Dogs
over 40 lbs. and $10 for cats over
10 lbs.
February: Adopt the Love of Your
Life - February 14th and 15th, cat
adoptions are $14 and dogs are
$40.

STOP TRASH FROM ENTERING
OUR WATERWAYS!

RECREATION & COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT

As you all might be aware, trash that ends up
on the streets enters the City’s storm drains and
discharges to our local creeks and river and effects
our water quality. Changing a common behavior,
like littering, begins by accepting responsibility for
our actions and influencing the actions of others
around us at home, at school, work, and in our
community.

Come join us for a week full of Holiday and Winter
Wonderland fun! Our full day Winter Wonderland
Camp will keep your school-aged children engaged
all day long with winter themed activities, arts and
crafts, and games. Breakfast, lunch and an afternoon
snack are provided daily. Register online at patterson.
perfect.mind or in person at our Recreation Admin
Office located at 1033 W. Las Palmas Ave. Get frosty
with us this winter!

WINTER WONDERLAND DAY CAMP

The City would like to ask its residents to help
prevent trash and keep the community clean.
Patterson is a beautiful community where we live,
play, and thrive.

•

Following is a list of effective ways you can help.

•

•
•

•

If you see litter, pick it up.
Pick up after your pets as you walk through your
neighborhood. Use litter bags, "scoopers", or
other easy-to-use methods to clean up after
your pet. Be sure to put pet waste in trash
receptacles and not recycling bins.
Make sure your trash cans have lids that can be
closed before placing your cans out for pickup.
If your lid is damaged or missing, please
contact the City’s Utility Department at (209)
895-8040 for a service request.

•
•

•

Secure all garbage bags before placing them
in the trash can.
Don’t dispose of plastic bottles, aluminum
cans, and paper out in the street. Recycle or
dispose of them by placing them in the blue
recycling containers.
Sign up for organized litter pick up & cleanup events.
Set an example for others, especially family,
co-workers, friends, and children by using
trash and/or recycling receptacles and not
littering.
Always have available a litter bag and
properly dispose of litter. Don’t throw any
litter out of vehicle windows.

OUTDOOR WATER USE SCHEDULE
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If Address Ends in Even Number
(0, 2, 4, 6, and 8)

If Address Ends in Odd Number
(1, 3, 5, 7, and 9)

Monday

No Outdoor Water Use

No Outdoor Water Use

Tuesday

Only Use Water Outdoors Before
10am and/or After 7pm

No Outdoor Water Use

Wednesday

No Outdoor Water Use

Thursday

Only Use Water Outdoors Before
10am and/or After 7pm

Friday

No Outdoor Water Use

Saturday

Only Use Water Outdoors Before
10am and/or After 7pm

Sunday

No Outdoor Water Use

City Hall Closed
for the Holidays

No Outdoor Water Use

Monday, December 23, 2019
thru
Friday, December 27, 2019
and
Tuesday, December 31, 2019
thru
Wednesday, January 1, 2020

Only Use Water Outdoors Before
10am and/or 7pm

|

Only Use Water Outdoors Before
10am and/or After 7pm
No Outdoor Water Use
Only Use Water Outdoors Before
10am and/or After 7pm

4-12 Years
December 16-20, 2019
8:00 AM – 5:00 PM
Walnut Grove Gym,
775 N Hartley St.
Questions?: Call 209-895-8080

JR. WARRIORS YOUTH BASKETBALL
Come out and hoop it up with our Patterson
Recreation Jr. Warrior Basketball program! The Golden
State Warriors are helping us provide a basketball
program that is fun, educational and emphasizes
fundamentals and good sportsmanship. Participants
will receive a reversible Warriors jersey, a headband
and a certificate of participation! Register online at
patterson.perfect.mind or in person at our Recreation
Admin Office located at 1033 W. Las Palmas Ave.
Volunteer Coaches Needed! Without the help of our
wonderful community of volunteers, we would not be
able to run programs without the help of volunteers. If
you are interested in being a volunteer coach, please
email awolfish@ci.patterson.ca.us the Recreation
Supervisor, Amy Wolfish who manages the program.

COMMERCIAL &
MULTI-UNIT RECYCLING

The Outdoor Water Use schedule continues to be on an odd
Outdoor Water buildings
Use Schedule
and even schedule. Even-numbered
(0, 2, 4, 6, and
8) are allowed outdoor water use on Tuesday, Thursday and
The Outdoor Water Use schedule continues to be on an odd and even schedule. Even-numbered buildings (0,
Saturday.
Odd-numbered buildings (1, 3, 5, 7, and 9) are
2, 4, 6, and 8) are allowed outdoor water use on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday. Odd-numbered buildings
allowed outdoor water use on Wednesday, Friday and Sunday.
(1, 3, 5, 7, and 9) are allowed outdoor water use on Wednesday, Friday and Sunday. Car washing will only be
Car
washing will only be allowed on the approved outdoor
allowed on the approved outdoor water use days.
water use days.

Ages:
Date:
Time:
Location:

As of July 1, 2012, the State of California mandates
all businesses that generate (4) four cubic yards
or more of waste per week and multi-family units
of five or more must recycle. Businesses that
generate (4) four cubic yards of waste per week
must also have an organic recycling program.
Recycling helps conserve resources and extends
the life of California’s landfills. It also helps create a
healthy environment for our community and future
generations. To learn more, please call the City of
Patterson at (209) 895-8060.

JR WARRIORS Grades 2nd – 8th League

Practices:
Mondays & Fridays
Game Days: Tuesday – Thursday
(Depending on age)
Dates:
January 13 – March 19th , 2020
Location:
Walnut Grove Gym
775 N Hartley Street
Cost:
$62 / Late Registration $72
Registration: September 30th – December 6th /
Late Registration until January 10th

SANDBAGS FOR RESIDENTS
Sand and sandbags will be provided at no
charge to City of Patterson and Stanislaus
County residents who are at risk of flooding.
These supplies will be available at the
corporation yard located at 16215 S. Baldwin
Road. Due to limited staff, residents will need
to make and transport their own sandbags.
The only exception is for elderly or disabled
residents. Any questions, please contact
Public Works at (209) 895-8060.

For general information about recycling and waste
reduction, visit the California Department of
Resources Recycling and Recovery (CalRecycle) at
www.calrecycle.ca.gov.
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STORMWATER MANAGEMENT PROGRAM
Reminding you to Properly Dispose of Used Motor Oil
• Store all unused fluids in original containers.
Automotive fluids
• Use non-hazardous cleaners when possible.
are a major concern
• Immediately transfer used fluids to appropriate
that contribute to
containers.
stormwater pollution.
• Take used motor oil to a service station or other
The amount of used oil
location that recycles used motor oil.
from a single oil change
can contaminate a
Here are some Patterson businesses that accept
million gallons of fresh water, which is an entire year's
used motor oil:
water supply for 50 people. These pollutants often get
AutoZone
into the ground and ground water supplies. The key
400 S. 2nd Street, Patterson, CA 95363
to prevention is proper material storage, cleanup and
(209) 892-4500
handling of automotive fluids.
Here are a few things you can do to help protect the
O’Reilly Auto Parts
environment:
248 Sperry Avenue, Patterson, CA 95363
• Take your vehicle to a certified service shop to have
(209) 895-3754
oil changed is preferred.
Patterson Auto Care
• Do not pour liquid waste down floor drains, sinks or
401 N. 1st Street, Patterson, CA 95363
outdoor storm drain inlets.
(209) 892-8473
• Conduct maintenance work such as fluid changes 		
indoors.
• Routinely check under vehicles for leaks or drips and
address immediately.
• Clean up spills immediately, whenever possible
without using water. Utilize absorbent materials 		
such as kitty litter to absorb, then sweep up and 		
dispose of properly.
For further information regarding the City’s Stormwater Management Program, please call Public Works at
(209) 895-8060 or visit our webpage at: www.ci.patterson.ca.us/177/Stormwater-Management

FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT
There are currently 283 flood policies in the city of patterson. Some of these policies may qualify
for reduced premiums depending on when and where the house was built and if the homeowner
has an elevation certificate on file with the city. If you are interested in more information,
please call your local floodplain administrator at (209) 895-8061 or visit our web page at
http://ci.Patterson.Ca.Us/default.Aspx?Pi=84&ni=150. You will also find floodplain management
information that may be useful such as historical flood data, constructing in the floodplain, flood
zone determinations, links to fema/nfip websites, and what to do before, during, and after floods.
Current mapping information can be found on the city’s website, at your local library, and city hall.
The management of the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) in a community consists of a partnership between the
federal government and the local community. The roles and responsibilities of the community are as follows:
• Provide restrictions and regulations that govern the use of floodplains to include development, permitting, 			
and/or reviewing proposals to ensure the project is safe from flooding and provides adequate drainage;
• Provide information on how property owners can protect themselves from flood damage;
• Provide information on the NFIP; and/or
• Provide mapping and insurance information services.
You may also visit our web page at www.ci.patterson.ca.us for useful links to historical flood data, constructing in the
floodplain, flood zone determinations, links to FEMA/NFIP websites, and what to do before, during, and after floods.
Current and historical mapping information can also be found on the city’s website, at your local library, and/or by calling
your floodplain administrator.

WATER-WISE GARDENING

CASH FOR GRASS REBATE PROGRAM

Before Picture
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After Picture

The goal of this program is to permanently reduce the amount of
water being used for landscape purposes. The city is offering $1.00
for every square foot of turf that is removed and replaced with
landscape that is drought resistant or uses less water. Some of the
program’s terms and conditions are below:
• Rebates are based on a first-come, first-served basis. Only one 		
rebate will be allowed per household, per fiscal year.
• Minimum rebate amount is $200 (200 sq. ft. of turf 			
removed). Maximum rebate amount is $2,000 (2,000 sq. ft.
of turf removed).
• Only City of Patterson utility customers are eligible and
MUST currently be maintaining their lawn. Dead lawns are
not eligible.
• For front yards only, the applicant must still maintain 50 			
percent landscape in front of their homes. Application must 		
be approved by the Community Development Department for 		
rebate approval.
If you have already completed your project, you may still qualify for
the rebate program. If the project was started after July 1, 2019,
before and after pictures are available and the project meets the
terms and conditions of the program, you may still qualify. Please
call us to schedule a visit. You can also visit our website for more
information on this and other rebate programs at:
http://www.ci.patterson.ca.us/678/Rebate-Incentive-Programs.

•
•
•
•
•

•

•

Outdoor watering and toilets are the biggest users of water in and outside your
home. In fact, during the summer half of all household water use is for the lawn
and garden purposes. However, it is possible to dramatically reduce your water
consumption, lower your water bill, and still have a beautiful, productive garden.
The following steps can help you achieve these results:
• Add organic matter to your soil. All soil is not created equal. Soil is essentially
a collection of mineral particles of different sizes. If most of the particles are large
(sand), water drains through rapidly. If most of the particles are small (clay), water
will penetrate the soil much more slowly. The solution for either problem is the
same: add organic matter. Organic matter, in the form of compost, chopped up
leaves or composted manure will improve the texture and water-holding capacity
of your soil. Add at least an inch of compost each year.
Deliver water to the root-zone. Drip irrigation and soaker hoses ensure that up to 90 percent of the water you
apply to your garden is actually available to your plants. Sprinklers can claim only 40 to 50 percent efficiency. Drip
irrigation minimizes evaporation loss and keeps the areas between plants dry, which also helps limit weed growth.
Use mulch to retain water. A six to eight-inch layer of organic mulch can cut water needs in half by smothering
thirsty weeds and reducing evaporation. Organic mulches retain some water themselves and increase the humidity
level around plants.
Use free water. Rainwater is the best choice for your plants. It's clear, unchlorinated and free. Use rain barrels or
a cistern to collect water from your downspouts. A 1,000 square foot roof will yield 625 gallons of water from one
inch of rain.
Reduce your lawn. Turf grass is one of the most water and labor-intensive types of "gardens" you can have.
Consider planting groundcovers or low-maintenance perennials instead.
Plan before you plant. By planning your garden before you plant, you can take advantage of the characteristics of
your site, such as sun, shade, wind and soil. Group plants with similar water needs. Also consider how your plants
will get the water they need. Will you need to carry water to demanding plants in a remote corner of your yard?
Planning will save you time and energy down the road.
Choose plants carefully. A plant that's satisfied getting most of the water it needs from natural rainfall will require
a lot less work from you. For drought-tolerant perennials, choose varieties that are native to your area (or a region
with a similar climate). These plants will be naturally adapted for your local
climate and soils.
Take good care of your plants. Healthy plants need less water, fertilizer and
pest controls than stressed plants. By keeping on top of tasks, such as weeding,
thinning, pruning and monitoring pests, you'll be able to ease off on watering
(2014. Gardeners Supply Company).
For more information, you can find useful links
on the city’s website at www.ci.patterson.ca.us.
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HOW TO PREVENT RUNOFF FROM OUTDOOR IRRIGATION

The majority of our water waste
violations come from excessive
runoff. Runoff is potable water
that is wasted due to inefficient
irrigation practices. This water is
wasted by hitting our sidewalks,
driveways and streets while
our sprinklers are watering our
yards. It is also created by watering when it is windy out and watering with too much pressure in your system. Below
are some tips on how to mitigate irrigation runoff:

WHAT IS STORMWATER?
1. Remember: Only rain belongs in the drain!
Don't dump anything down storm drains. Be sure to
clear away leaves and debris from streets, gutters, and
sidewalks.
2. Wash your car over your lawn or gravel.
This allows the ground to neutralize the soap and grime
from your car rather than sending it directly to our creeks
and streams. Use biodegradable or non-toxic soap
that is phosphate-free. You can also take your car to a
commercial car wash where wastewater is either recycled
or treated.

Runoff Enemy #1 Low-head Drainage - When watering any area with an elevation change (even as little as one
foot), all the leftover water in your underground pipes drains out through the lowest sprinkler head(s) on the
line—every time you water. There are special sprinkler bodies you can buy that prevent water from flooding out of
the sprinkler when the system turns off. They contain a check valve which prevents the water from coming out. These
fixtures are inexpensive and can be found in most home improvement stores.
Runoff Enemy #2 Inefficient Sprinkler Nozzles - Inefficient sprinkler nozzles apply water too quickly for it to absorb
into the soil. It pools up and goes right down to the street instead of nourishing your plants or grass. By switching
out your conventional sprinkler nozzles with rotary nozzles, you can slow your water application rate by 75% and save
30% of water that would have been lost to runoff.

“HAVING TROUBLE WITH SLOW DRAINING OR PLUGGED SINKS OR TOILETS?”

Runoff Enemy #3 Watering Too Fast - Clay soils, compacted lawns, and slopes require a special watering cycle.
Runoff is usually caused by overwatering. Sometimes we think we’re watering the right amount,
butfirst!
we’re still creating
Call us
runoff. This often happens because of special conditions that prevent all the water we are using from getting absorbed
If you the
are experiencing
in your
sewer line, please
call breaks
the Public
into the soil. Modify your watering schedule to employ
Cycle-Soakobstructions
method. The
Cycle-Soak
method
upWorks Department, Monday-Friday at
(209) 895-8060 or (209) 895-8000 ext. 9 after hours and on weekends. This service is available 24 hours a day,
single, longer watering periods into several smallerseven
periods,
spaced
out
to
allow
water
to
absorb
into
the
soil
before
days a week, including
you apply more. By allowing the water to infiltrate Holidays.
into the soil at the appropriate rate, you minimize runoff.
We will not be responsible for any costs incurred by homeowners who hire an independent plumber for
The city is not exempt from this restriction. We, too have
to comply with the outdoor water use
thisschedule
purpose. but sometimes
we do not know when the overspray or runoff is occurring. If you see overspray, excessive irrigation runoff or broken
Stormwater is water from rain that does not soak into the
*Responding staff members will inform you who is responsible for addressing the issue.
sprinkler heads, please call Public Works at (209) 895-8060
during business hours or (209) 895-8000 (option 9) after
ground. It flows from rooftops, over paved areas, bare
If you are experiencing slow draining or non-draining sinks and/or toilets, please call the Public Works soil,
Department.
business hours.
and sloped lawns. As it flows, stormwater runoff
A staff member will be dispatched to inspect the sewer main and street side segment of the home’s sewer lateral
at the property line clean out (maintenance access point at your property line). The City is responsiblecollects
for the and transports animal waste, litter, salt, pesticides,
maintenance of this
the public
seweruntil
mainsaand
the out
section
of your residential
out
segment
clean
is installed
by the sewer line beginning at the clean
fertilizers,
oil & grease, soil and other potential pollutants.
“HAVING TROUBLE WITH SLOW DRAINING
and ending at the sewer main in the street. The City will clear obstructions or make necessary repairs to the public
homeowner
to
City
standards.
All
obstructions
or
sewer
main
or
street
side
segment
of
the
sewer
lateral
(as
described)
at
no
cost
to
you.
OR PLUGGED SINKS OR TOILETS?”
necessary repairs that have been identified as being
What's the problem?
If your home does not have a clean out at the property line, the City will not take responsibility for maintaining this
on
the
homeowner’s
property
will
be
the
sole
CALL US FIRST! If you are experiencing obstructions
in
Rain
washes pollutants from streets, construction sites,
segment until a clean out is installed by the homeowner to City standards. All obstructions or necessary
repairs
that have been identified
the homeowner’s
will be the sole responsibility of the homeowner.
		as being onresponsibility
of property
the homeowner.
your sewer line, please call the Public Works Department,
and land into storm systems. Eventually, these empty the
Monday-Friday at (209) 895-8060 or (209) 895-8000 ext. 9
polluted stormwater directly into streams and rivers with
after hours and on weekends. This service is available 24
NO treatment. This is known as stormwater pollution.
hours a day, seven days a week, including Holidays.
Polluted stormwater degrades our lakes, rivers, wetlands
We will not be responsible for any costs incurred
and other waterways. Nutrients such as phosphorus and
by homeowners who hire an independent plumber
nitrogen can cause the overgrowth of algae resulting in
for this purpose.
oxygen depletion in waterways. Toxic substances from
*Responding staff members will inform you who is
motor vehicles and careless application of pesticides
responsible for addressing the issue.
and fertilizers threaten water quality and can kill fish
and other aquatic life. Bacteria from animal wastes and
If you are experiencing slow draining or non-draining sinks
improper connections to storm drainage systems can
and/or toilets, please call the Public Works Department. A
make lakes and waterways unsafe for wading, swimming
staff member will be dispatched to inspect the sewer main
and fish consumption.
and street side segment of the home’s sewer lateral at the
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property line clean out (maintenance access point at your
property line). The City is responsible for the maintenance
of the public sewer mains and the section of your residential
sewer line beginning at the clean out and ending at the sewer
main in the street. The City will clear obstructions or make
necessary repairs to the public sewer main or street side
segment of the sewer lateral (as described) at no cost to you.
If your home does not have a clean out at the property
line, the City will not take responsibility for maintaining

A sanitary sewer system and a storm drainage system
are not the same. Water that goes down a sink or other
inside drains flows to a wastewater treatment plant for
treatment. Storm drainage flows are not treated. Water
that flows down driveways, streets, and outside areas
into a storm system flows directly to nearby creeks, fish
and wildlife habitats, downstream recreational areas, and
drinking water supplies.

3. Keep your car well-maintained.
Fix any fluid leaks promptly and make sure to clean
up any spills. If you perform your own automotive
maintenance, please make sure to use proper Best
Management Practices (BMPs) and check with the
local automotive parts stores and ask if they take used
motor oil. Do not dispose of any used oil in the streets,
gutters, sidewalks, or driveways.
4. Use lawn or garden chemicals sparingly.
Choose organic alternatives when possible and check
the weather forecast to avoid applying them before a
storm.
5. Minimize runoff by not over-watering your
lawn and garden.
Keep sprinklers on a timer to avoid irrigation water
runoff or pooling water and follow the City’s approved
watering schedule.
6. Clean up pet waste.
Bag up pet waste and dispose of it in the trash to
prevent harmful bacteria from washing into local
waterways.
7. Consider minimizing impervious surfaces around
your home.
Use bricks, gravel, cobbles, natural stone, or permeable
pavers instead of asphalt or concrete when possible.
8. Make sure storm drain outfalls are not running in
dry weather.
A storm drainage system is designed to carry
stormwater. If it hasn't rained, there should not be water
flowing down the storm system. Contact Public Works at
(209) 895-8060 if you detect any illicit discharge activities
or if you see water flowing in the gutter or drain inlets.
9. Do not drain your pool, spa, or fountain to a
storm drain.
Allow chlorine to dissipate for several days. Test the
water to ensure the residual chlorine is zero before
slowly draining to a landscaped area. You may be able
to drain to a sanitary sewer. Contact Public Works at
(209) 895-8060 for more information.
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